Pentecost XI 

Fr. Brian Bailey - July27, 2008 

Genesis 29:l5-28 "..I will work seven years..." (again) To overcome the barrier to the one I want. 

Romans 8:26-39 "..I am certain that nothing can separate us from his love...there is nothing in all of creation that will ever be able to separate us from the love of God which is ours through Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Matthew l3:31-33: 44-52"..TheKingdom of heaven is like this. A man happens to find a treasure..." 

I was wondering if perhaps Fr. Rand looked ahead at the scripture readings 

and decided to take his vacation at this time after he saw the Epistle reading 

for this Sunday. I wonder... I would like to think so, and thus be able to 

spend time plotting my revenge on him for another time. I am, of course 

referring to Romans 8, verse 30 which is really a dilly. I quote: "And so those 

whom God set apart the called; and those he called, he put right with himself, 

and he shared his glory with them...." I could preach or lecture on this verse 

for a whole sermon, and thus (no doubt) settle for you, once and for all, a 

debate that has raged in the Church on the subject of predestination for many 

centuries. But I had my go at doctrine last week and don't want to make a 

habit of it by doing going there again so soon. Any of you who are 

unbearably interested in this should attempt to nail me down at some other 

time, but I would like to excuse myself and avoid it as much as possible for 

now. 

Instead, I would like to look at two other things in our readings which I hope 

I can link together for you in some sort of rational fashion. And, as I stand 

here, I am not at all sure I can manage it. However, I will tell you what my

two points of interest are, and then you can rate me on the magnitude of the 

disaster which is likely to follow in my attempt to link them. The first is from 

the Epistle reading, Romans 8 verses 38-39, and the second are the two bits 

from the gospel reading about treasure in the field and the other about the 

pearl. These are to be found in Matthew 13:44-45. 

At some point or other in a past sermon, I believe Fr. Rand brought up the 

question of how good is good enough to be saved; to get into heaven? I 

rather liked that talk and feel that he dealt with the question well. Now in the 

passage in Romans we have the reverse of the question: How bad is bad 

enough NOT to get into heaven? If some one with a messy mind like mine 

things about this, all sorts of confusing questions come to the fore.
For example, last Thursday at the St. Bernadine/Prince of Peace Bible study we were looking at Galatians4 and 5.  The idea that St. Paul presents in Galatians among other places is that before Christ came we were enslaved by the Law. But now that Christ as come we are liberated from it. Here is where the mess happens. What is the Law? Does the Law mean the Rules? 

Does being liberated from the Law or the Rules mean that we don't have to 

obey the rules or otherwise worry too much about them now? If we don't 

have to obey the Rules then what do we have to do to be Christians? The 

answer to that is "Love God and Love Your Neighbor." Yes, but how do we 

do that? Are there rules and guidelines about how to do that? Well if there 

aren't I ‘m sure some one will make them, and have already... lots and lots of 

them. So what then does it means to be freed from the Law, unless it means

we then have to substitute new laws and rules? Do you see the tangle? 

But wait, it gets worse! If we are free, does that mean that for us there are no 

laws and rules? Does that mean then we can do whatever we want and still 

get into heaven? Remember what the passage said,".nothing in all creation 

can separate us from the love of God..." St. Augustine of Hippo preached a 

really great sermon once. He said, ”Do as you please and love God." Or 

maybe, oops... that is not what he said. He said, "Love God and do as you 

please." That isn't the same thing at all is it? Does the second one have to do 

with some rules I am to obey? If so, what are they? And back we go into the 

same mud hole. I don't like this at all. It is like going to a country football 

game, parking your car among a very great many other cars in tight ranks in an 

unpaved field, and then going away. Then when you return, you find that it 

has rained really, really hard! You have to get your car out of all those other 

cars, and in the mud! What is to do? 

And then we have the problem of what do we do with concepts like free will, 

the sovereignty of God and the love of God. No wonder the brain cases have 

been at each other's throats over these for a thousand years or more. I need to 

move off of this, but before I do, I want to give you some good news. 

Whatever you do, or don't do... God is not going away. He won't leave you 

because of that. Apparently, whatever bad there is, isn't bad enough to run 

him off or otherwise to separate from his very real, passionate desire to love 

you and give you mercy. That's wonderful, isn't it? Yes, but where is the fine print?
There are the other two passages I mentioned; Mathew 13, verses44 and 45. 

These passages have to do with what our part in the matter is, and it is a 

matter of free will, choice, setting priorities and ultimate value. There is a 

scary (to me at least) question. What will you give to God? The answer as 

demanded of Christians anyway, is that we give everything, because 

everything good came from him anyway. Of  course, most or all of us don't 

give everything. So there is a much more scary question I have for you to consider.
 Let’s be realistic...you haven't and I haven't given everything to God. Maybe if I were a great saint like Francis of Assisi, I could claim to have given most everything and in the end everything indeed, but you see, I'm not. I have a pension plan, insurance and a savings account, a seat belt in my car, and so I can't say in effect that I completely trust God, nor have given everything to him. How about you? 

Here is my question. Supposing that you can agree that really, you haven't 

given everything to God, then my question is "What is it that you haven't 

given to God?" And here is another. "Why not?" In verse 44, the man 

found a treasure in a field. He went and sold all that he had to buy the field. 

He gave up sold-all -that-he had, and held nothing back to buy the 

field. In verse45 this man is looking for fine pearls. He finds a really super 

pearl, and again, he sells everything... holding-nothing-back, in order to 

get the pearl. 

And to cap it off, if we are Christians, we know that the reason we want the 

treasure in the field or the pearl is not to simple have, them, but to give them 

away to someone else. Isn't this true? So when we think about what we have held back, unlike the man who bought the field and the man who bought the pearl, we have to realize that in holding back we have not put out all we had to get them, and thus we do not have all we could have to giveaway. 

So we can return to the Romans passage about nothing separating us from 

the love of God and yes, it is true. However, what is it that we hold back and 

keep and don't give up and thus do not bring to the love of God? Why? God 

is there all the time with his love and nothing will keep him away. But how 

if we hold back, and keep ourselves away? What are you holding back? 

What are you keeping? Consider that for me, and think about why, too.


Yours choice……………………..Your move…..!

