Materialism  – October 19, 2008 by Fr. Rand Reasoner

Jesus delivers this message that is as relevant today as it was in the first century. I find it I intriguing that 2000 years ago he stood on a hill top talking to peasants in a 3rd world country and even they needed to hear that wealth and possessions can play an improper roll in our lives.  If they needed to hear it how much more do we need to hear it today?    Sometimes wealth and possessions do things to our heart that we can’t even see.  

Everything you own (with the exception of your house) and everything you’re going to buy this year that you just have to have is going to end up in somebody’s rummage sale….sold for pennies on the dollar. Everything.  What about my really good stuff…that won’t end up in a garage sale.  Your right.  You’ll leave it to your children and they will be so grateful you passed it on to them….and they’ll find someplace to put it, some curio and then they’ll pass it on to their kids and they will still remember you and they’ll feel to guilty to get rid of it so they’ll put it in a box and probably it will end up in the garage and then your great grand kids will auction it all on e- bay.

Now Jesus asks 3 questions about our relationship with material wealth. 1. Where is your treasure?  2. How is your vision?  3. Who is your master?

#1. Don’t treasure up treasures on earth.  What is a treasure?  Something that you hold dear, important, so important that you will do whatever it takes to protect it or acquire it.  My treasures aren’t really things but some people.  My boys I’d do anything for them.  My wife.  I make decisions based on this treasure.  But there are other things Jesus suggests might be inappropriate treasures or might be treasures that get in the way of our pleasing God.  How much do we value our material things? Don’t devote you lives to them.  They are temporary and end up in someone’s rummage sale in the end.

Most of us don’t consciously believe that the most important thing in our lives are money or wealth, I don’t think there is a person in this room who would say….you know I worship mammon.  I will do whatever I have to to get it.  Even though we wouldn’t say it there are times when we act this way.  Important to consider economics in our life but is it the guiding, most important factor for us? Where is your treasure?  What is the most important thing in your life?

Second question is how is your vision?  Asks it in a strange way vs. 22,23  confusing.  
The eye is the lamp to the body and whatever you fix you eyes on is feeding/ shaping your soul on the inside. What you pay attention to shapes your heart.  Where your treasure is there will your heart be also.  If we are focusing on the things of God then God it will shape our heart.  The challenge with this is there are so many distractions in the world.  I want to be focused on God and love God and the kingdom.  But there are so many things that distract me be it the TV or the radio or a movie.  None of those things is bad but when I focus my attention on them or my future career goals or on the things I wish I had that I don’t have, that can begin to shape my soul.

The Best Buy ads.  All the things I need….the 51” flat screen that I fantasize about having someday.  The problem is when I spend too much time focusing on this stuff it starts to shape me…it’s what I have to have.  Now most of us don’t do that this much but I think that is what Jesus is talking about…how much time are you thinking about dreaming about focusing on those things.  How’s your vision?

Third, who is your master?  Serve God or mammon.  Mammon just means wealth.  This section is really referring to slavery.  A person who was a slave (for whatever reason) economic or conquest……but If you were a slave someone owned you and could control your destiny doing the bidding of their master.  When Jesus talks about God being the master this is what he is talking about following God.  To be a Christian means asking God what do you want today of me?  What can I do for you?  Christians are slaves, by choice to God.
How could we make our possessions our master and be a slave to them?  I mean I own them I paid for them?  Until we begin to think about how life really works.  Spending money is addictive.  Buying things is almost like a drug.  Some go shopping when we are depressed or sad. Sometimes we go shopping when we are bored.  We entertain ourselves by shopping.  We train our children to do that too don’t we?  We begin to note that money goes through our fingers pretty fast.  Credit cards….we wouldn’t buy stuff if we had to pay cash for it.  Eating out…where does the money all go.  Then there is your mortgage and maybe you have too much car and…..then maybe you realize that you have become a slave to your stuff..all the stuff that is going to end up in a somebody’s garage sale.

Then maybe it’s time to think about what God wants you to do.  But there is no money to go on the mission trip, or sponsor a student in Uganda. Or to keep up with your giving to ministry. You see people/families who need help and you can’t help because you are up to here in debt.  And when the preacher talks about stewardship or tithing you miss those services because it makes you uncomfortable because you know its right but you can’t do it.  When that happens we’ve already become a slave to our stuff.  Who is your master Jesus asks?

How do we overcome the material urge and Jesus gives us advice.    Don’t store up treasure on earth but in heaven.  How do you do that?  

1. Tithe…..liberating.  Focus’ you by putting God first.  God things first then everything else.

2.  Live below your means.  Ratchet it down a little. If you can’t tithe you are already living beyond your means.   Simplicity.

3. When you buy something remember where it will ultimately end up.  30 day rule.

4.  Daily yield yourself to God.  How can I honor you?  Pray that every day you’ll find a change going on in you.

5.  Hold your possessions with a certain amount of detachment.  Realize it’s just stuff.

That’s the spirit we are called to have.

Today’  s motto……..make all we can, and spend all you can so we can have all we can.

John Wesley put it a different way  make all you can (honestly) nothing wrong with that, save all you can (why?)  so you can give all you can to kingdom causes to the things you are called to by God that will make a difference for him in the world. What motto honors God?
Carnegie.  Emigrated from Scotland.  Mailroom in Western Union to running the company and starting others.  1900 richest man in the world.  Interesting way of looking at wealth.  1889 he wrote and essay titled the gospel of wealth.  The rich are stewards of their wealth and are morally obligated to use their wealth in ways that will accomplish the common good.  The man who dies rich is disgraced. He practiced what he preached.  In his lifetime he did the reverse tithe, he kept 10% and gave away 90%.  His 10% was a lot more than we’ll ever make but this was his idea…why do I want to wait until I’m dead to get the joy of knowing that my resources went to great things?  Don’t I want to see that happen while I’m still alive?  

Our family goal is to give away a little more each year.  We are at a tithe but we look at that as the minimum standard of giving.  How can we help a bit more % of our income?  We’ve locked in a standard of living, and by the worlds standards it is still ridiculously high….what can we do with the rest of what we have.
My dream for you regardless of your income level…that God would raise up here a generation, a congregation of spiritual philanthropists, that you would look at your resources with this question first;  I wonder what I could do for the kingdom of God?  When we begin to live that we will find our heart is in the right place, our vision is right, and were serving God as our master.

Prayer:  We need your grace and mercy.  We get caught up with stuff.  We find it so appealing; our eyes are looking this way and that.  We know that we can enjoy them as long as they don’t become our masters.  As long as we are pursuing your kingdom in our lives first not last with the leftovers.  Help us remember everything we bought in the last year is going to end up in a rummage sale someday.  Forgive us, purify our hearts and give us a vision for living our lives in ways that are generous, filled with good works, compassionate for those in need and faithful in our tithes and offerings. Help us in this that we might please you.  In Jesus Name.  Amen.
