Christ the King Sunday Sermon by Fr.Rand Reasoner

One day God was looking down at Earth and saw all of the rascally behavior that was going on.  So he called one of His angels and sent the angel to Earth for a time. 
When the angel returned, he told God, 'Yes, it is bad on Earth; 95% are misbehaving and only 5% are not.'  God thought for a moment and said, 'Maybe I had better send down another angel to get a second opinion.'  So God called another angel and sent
him to Earth for a time.   When the angel returned, he went to God and said, 'I'm afraid it's true. The Earth is in decline; 95% of people are misbehaving, but 5% are being
good.'   God was not pleased. But after thinking about it for a while, He decided to e-mail the 5% that were good, because he wanted to acknowledge them, encourage them, and give them a little something to help them keep going. 
Do you know what the e-mail said?  I was just wondering, because I didn't get one either. 

One of the things that frustrates me as a pastor is the way that Christians seem to be divided. You have your born agains, your evangelicals, your Catholics, Pentecostals, Main line, social gospel types, conservatives, liberals, emerging…..it is kind of mind blowing that we have all these denominations, groups, preferences when Jesus says that what he wants his followers to be is…… united. A great diversity of gifts and yet a unity in the spirit.  I’m not sure I see that today.  

The lessons in chapter 25 of Matthew go a long way in my mind to explaining the problem of the divisions within the church.  For example this mornings lessons is a parable of the last judgment, in His second coming Jesus arrives in glory with all his angels, sitting on a throne with all the nations assembled before him  (Christ the King).Window in the chapel.

There are three parables shared by Jesus in this chapter which are usually dealt with individually.  The above groups might pick this one as more important that that one….and when we do that with scripture we find that we miss the unity of Jesus teachings.  The lesson today for Christ the King if taken alone and out of the context of the other two stories disturbs me a great deal. If I read this mornings story alone, I am left with the understanding that if I only treat people well then I will be okay with God. That comforts a lot of people because a lot of us do that right?  But is that all there is to the Gospel of Jesus  do good to others and God will like you?
Matthew’s primary audience is Jewish. For Matthew Jesus as the Messiah is the new Moses, he is the giver of a new covenant a giver of the law in a new way. What is the law that Jesus comes to bring? Love God, Love our neighbor. It is in the context of the fullness of the law of love that Matthew shares these last three parables in his Gospel.  He is trying to emphasize that you can’t separate the love of God from the love of neighbor no matter how much you want to or how convenient it might be. Love of God and love of neighbor is bound together.

In the first parable that we have looked at several weeks ago we studied the parable of the unwise maidens, the ones who were not prepared to meet the bridegroom.  A story about loving God enough to be prepared to meet him anytime, anyplace, anywhere.  The next story of the talents entrusted to us by the master,  again is a story of personal responsibility for the things that the master has personally given us.  It is a story of relationship, of trust, of gifts that God has personally given us.  And finally today the story of the Sheep and the Goats.  Teaching  that how we treat others is one of the criteria upon which we will be judged.

In the first parable we see God as bridegroom, the lover, the initiator of closest human relationship we know (marriage). We are called to respond to that love. 
 In the second parable we see God as the master, the Lord, the one who issues orders and the one whom the servants must obey. We are called to obey Him.  
And finally the third parable we see Christ the King coming in the clouds in glory with all his angels to judge the world. In this story we are called to love our neighbors as ourselves which flows out of the previous two stories relationship with God and obedience to his call to love.

Love God and the resulting power that comes from that relationship will grow in our lives the ability to love our neighbors as ourselves. Put them all together and you have a holistic view of God. Intimacy with God, discipleship (following God) and serving our neighbor.
Jesus gives us six mercies, food, drink, welcome, clothing, nursing care, and visitation that are ways to be caring and I’d like to suggest that they are illustrative rather than comprehensive. Where other needs exist? The possibilities for mercy are boundless, just as human need is boundless.

What is in common for all three in the parable?  Love for God motivated the actions.  The sheep responded because of God not because they wanted to earn God’s favor, but because good works flowed naturally out of their love for God.
As the church year comes to a close it might be a good idea to look at our lives in the light of these three parables.  How is your relationship to God?  Are you experiencing an intimacy a connection?  Do you have the love of God as a bride or a bridegroom would have for his or her partner?  Perhaps some effort needs to be spent there.  
How is your obedience factor in following Jesus as your Lord?  Are you reading his word….listening for his call?  Are you open to his direction?  

Finally how are you loving other people?  We have a lot to learn from our Pentecostal, Catholic, Protestant, Evangelical, Born Again, and Social Gospel brothers and sisters.  But only in the unity of Jesus teaching of Loving God and loving neighbor will we truly shine as Jesus own in the world.  Only by living a holistic gospel will we bring Glory to the Christ the King. 
Let us pray: May we know that God has called us into relationship with him and say yes to the lover of our souls.  
May we know that God has called us to obey his commandments to Love God and our neighbor with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength, may we receive the Holy Spirit to give us power to do this.  
May we see that in the way we accept God’s love and share that love with others that we will be judged at the end of time.
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