God 24-7

And he walks with me and he talks with me and he tells me I am his own.  Powerful line.  Question many of us is…how does God do that? How does God walk with you and talk with you.  It’s confusing how God does that isn’t it?  To some spiritually defeating.
I talked with a pastor the other day and he said,” Never in my life has God talked to me.”
80 year old man in a nursing home……”I have heard people talk about hearing from God and experiencing God and never once in my life has that happened to me.”  Sadness in his voice.

Some of you this sermon will be old hat stuff you’ve heard before but for others this might be new or a reminder of how Christians understand hearing God and experiencing God so that you won’t be like the pastor or 80 year old man who never heard from God.  Christian world view says that God is constantly with you, working in your life and God does speak……can you hear him?
How is it that God works in our lives?  Theological term is providence: how God provides for his people.  There are two polar opposite views on how God works.  First is Deism.  Some of you remember this from high school or college.  Founding fathers.  Deists believe God did indeed create the cosmos, designed the laws of nature, and after having planted life here God stepped back and watches the world.  God influences nothing, does not act here.  That resolves one critical Christian problem….evil in the world.  God stepped away and evil is our issue not God’s.  Problem I have with Deism is it is not biblical.  The bible is the story cover to cover of how God has acted in the world from creation…..covenant, law, Jesus, resurrection, Holy Spirit with us.

Opposite is idea called determinism.  God is involved in everything.  If something happens to you it is God’s doing.  “Everything happens for a reason.”  No coincidences or accidents.  Another part of the determinist view for some Christians is everything that happens is either the result of God doing something or the evil one doing something.  When bad things happen either God is punishing us teach us something or the devil did it.
Polar opposite’s deism/determinism.  Theology is long gone in most Episcopal churches but where it still exists there is something we call the via media middle way between these two positions.  We believe God created the world, the laws of nature, and he doesn’t often break them.  God usually works within the laws of nature.  We believe in coincidences and God incidences and accidents. We believe that there are times when God influences the things that happen in the world and sometimes the evil one is involved in this world. 
How does this work itself out practically?  I’m going to the grocery store because I am out of milk and you go to the grocery store because you are out of eggs and we meet there.  The deist who sees no God involvement would conclude this is just a chance encounter.  

The determinist would say Fr. Rand is here.  God meant for us to meet here.  I’d better go and tell him all this stuff and ask all these questions and have a session for an hour or so right here in the dairy section.  You spill it all out and we have a great session and I get the Crisco oil and you kneel down and I anoint you and pray for you.  God must have ordained this.  

Via media path would say, maybe.  But maybe you just happened to be short of eggs and I was short of milk.  Challenge is that I never really know?  I need to constantly be discerning attentive to God in every moment of my life because I believe that God does sometimes order our path.  I believe that happens more frequently when I begin a day saying, “Lord lead me today by your Holy Spirit to the encounters you want me to have.”  When I pray that I am more likely to ask “Is this a God incidence or a coincidence?”  

Life is neat and tidy when you are a Deist because no God, all coincidence.  A determinist it’s all neat and tidy because God did it.   Via Media there are God incidences and coincidences.  I see you in the grocery store.  I come up to you and say “Hey how are you?”  And I have to test to see what God might be doing here.  I might look into your eyes and if I see you well up with tears this may be a God incidence and I could go a bit further with you.  However if you say, “Hey Rand nice to see you my kids have a soccer game and man I have to scoot in a hurry”  I’d think maybe it’s a coincidence.  Yet even in the coincidence I can share Christian love and encouragement but maybe there isn’t some grand plan going on there.

The key to hear God is to be constantly listening.  The Christian world view says that God is working.. Question today is “are you looking for it, watching for it?”    Via media says God speaks but many of us are spiritually hard of hearing.  
Confession….God has never audibly spoken to me.  I believe he does that.  Here’s the way I believe God usually speaks to me and most of you.  Reflected in the I Kings story. Dark time for Elijah.  He’s served God faithfully.   The King is trying to kill him. He’s in a cave shaking his fist and crying out to God “I have served you faithfully and they are trying to kill me.  Help me.”  Nothing.  Must be loud and amazing listening in the tornado….nothing.  Earth trembles…God is speaking? Listening…..nothing.  Wildfire….this must be the Lord and he listens and nothing.  And then Elijah heard the sound of sheer silence….still small voice……Only in the silence he hears the voice of God.  What does the mean?   I believe it is the thoughts that come into our minds.  I think they are my thoughts sometimes.  But when I act on them they are amazing.  Over time I have trusted that voice but I also test it too, “is this really God, or just me?”
We only hear God speak when we are listening.  So much noise we don’t hear. Car/radio home TV.  Prayer on my knees and I do all the talking.  

How does God speak to us……worship, hymns, scripture, prayers, and sermons.  Thought might write it down and reflect. Pray and get quiet and when we listen to other people…….

Brother Laurence……Practicing the presence of God. Carmelite brother 17th century in France.  He describes what his Christian life looks like; “the key is simply being mindful of God every moment of every day.  God is with you all the time.  Offer everything to him.  Being mindful of God I would see him and hear him throughout the day.”   Simple prayer from Laurence:  “Here I am Lord.  All yours.  Lord make me according to your heart.” 

This is what it means to experience God.  Mindful of God (being aware) here I am lord.  Use me, move me, and help me to hear your voice.  As you practice these things you can experience a quality of life that moves from the mundane and ordinary to the extraordinary presence of God. God 24/7? Practice the presence of God.  Listen for his voice. 
Let us pray:
Lord, you know everyone of us by name.  You walk with us by your Spirit every moment of every day.  There have been times when you have tried to work and we’ve missed the moment.  Forgive us.  Lord help us to be aware so that we might listen for your voice and experience the joy that comes from serving you.  Help us together to walk with you and talk with you and hear your voice.  In Jesus Name. Amen.
