Sermon on Living Water

Quick intro. to Ordinary Spirituality.  1) paying attention, 2)  friends to share our spiritual lives with either one on one or a small group or a relationship with a spiritual director.  Last week talked about seeing God 24/7 and the via media position between a  coincidence or a God incidence?
This morning a woman is on here way to a well in John’s gospel.  She has a divine appointment with Jesus.  We never really know when he’s going to show up and  Jesus is waiting for her.  Probably in her late 40’s early 50’s.  She had been married and divorced 5 times and living with a man who would not marry her.  Every day with a jar on her head she would come to fetch water and take it back to her home.  This was a part of her job.

Scripture doesn’t tell us what she is thinking at this point, speculate what is going on in her mind. Walking and maybe thinking….when I was little this is not how I envisioned my life.  Heartache in her life.  My soul is dry and thirsty and parched I wish I could fill it up.  
Jesus asks her for a drink and she hands him a drink of cool water from the well.  Looking into here eyes….”woman if only you knew who you were talking to you would ask of me and I would give you living water and you will never thirst again.”
Who doesn’t want that?  We all want more than what we have and that statement  isn’t about stuff and gadgets   We have a deep longing to love and be loved to have hope, joy, contentment, meaning and grace. This is what we want.  What we are thirsty for this.  Christianity says Jesus is the only source to find it.

She finds it.  This metaphor of living water is the whole point of this sermon series, we want it we need it, a spring bubbling up, but how do we get there?  Today I want to share with you multiple streams within the Christian tradition from which we can drink from that living water.  

We are all different.  You know that.  That affects the way we grow in  and experience God. Myers Brigg……how many have taken it?   Introvert , extrovert, sensing, intuiting,  thinking, feeling, judging, perceiving.  We learn differently, we experience things differently, we relate differently.  Maybe true of the spiritual life?   Myers brings points out our natural tendencies our preferences.  But part of understanding that test is it also points out areas where we are called to grow.  If you are an extrovert guess where your growing edge is?  In being quiet.  It is about balance. Book: Knowing me, Knowing God

For many Christians and many churches we live as if there is only one path, one stream to drink from.    6 Traditions  Streams of Living Water  (study guide).  As I go through these look for the way you drink from each tradition and ask yourself, how balanced is my spiritual life?  Am I missing something that might help my life with Christ?
Contemplative…..often introverts….time away with God. Silence, meditation, labyrinth, to focus on God.  If this is the only stream you drink from the danger is you can be…..so heavenly minded you are no earthly good.  Might forget there is whole world out there that needs help.  By itself you might miss out on loving your neighbor as yourself.  Balance!

 
Holiness tradition: pursuit of virtue of life. I want my life to be changed and become like Jesus.   Sanctification, transformation of your life.  Fruit of the spirit growing in your life. What does that look like?  If this is the only stream you drink from you can be so self focused and legalistic you might fall into the trap of saying:  I’m doing it…..your not!!!!
Charismatic; I’m going to spend a All Saints day looking more at this tradition but it is the Holy Spirit empowered life.  Emotion, passion, Experience and feeling of euphoria.  Danger of this as the only stream is you begin to focus on your feelings and your experiences often searching for the next spiritual high/ that becomes your  goal.  We worship what we feel and sometimes our feelings can disconnect from our intellect.
Social Justice/compassion:  serving Jesus and getting you hands dirty for him.  Mother Theresa. If you aren’t helping out there the poor and the needy you’re missing it. Jesus said when you have done it to the least of these my brethren you have done it to me. If this is the only stream you drink from the danger is you can become tired and weary and you can become a social worker (love social workers) but forget your life with God and we become burned out.

Evangelical tradition:  Bible centered.  Decision for Christ.  Bill Graham. Calling people to accept and follow Jesus and Lord and Savior.  Episcopal Church has trouble with this.  We share the greatest product on earth, something that everyone needs,  and  never ask anyone to buy it.   We can talk about Jesus forever but never ask people to commit their lives to him.  Every day not just a one time that decision is essential.  If this is our only stream we can   have a very narrow view of Christianity.  Read my bible; tell others about Jesus, worship.  We miss out because of the narrow focus.

Incarnational :  God everyday.  God is seen in concrete ways.  Sacraments.  Bread and the wine and an opportunity to receive Jesus.  Mountains, ocean, the material places that help you see God.  Danger you might begin to divorce this from the scriptures.  Divorce it from your life and action.
Don’t need to memorize all of them.  We experience God  and grow spiritually in different ways.  What I want to emphasize is we need all of the above.  At Prince of Peace one of our goals has been try to bring them all together in one place.  We have a very unusual community here. Drums and praise songs can’t stand them.  Tired old hymns I just don’t get it.  We need each other.  Challenge the way you do Christianity is by talking advantage of scripture, tradition, experience, reason and we hold them in tension with one another.
Luke 10:  Mary and Martha……once more her sister dumped on her!!!!  Serve Jesus by sitting at his feet and serving Jesus by cleaning up the dishes.  Quit banging the pots and pans……you need to sit here at my feet.  My hunch after everyone left he pulled Mary aside and said…those dishes really need to be done.
Drink from multiple streams.  Growing edge can be the place where you are the most uncomfortable. Challenge drink from another stream:

Let us pray:  Thank you for not making us all the same.  Unique ways you’ve wired us.  Help us to be open to where your spirit would lead.  Sometimes we never take the time to drink.  As we long for the living water help us to take a drink from the streams by which you give it and help us grow in our walk with you.  In your holy name.  Amen.
