Messy Spirituality

Every week as I was preparing these messages my heart was filled with a sense of dread.  I felt a bit intimidated preaching this series.  My issues are that I know the bible pretty well and I love to teach and share about Jesus.  I know him and love him. Familiar with the scriptures about him, the Christian way and how to live that.  However, when it comes to the inner life…I don’t have a great deal of confidence.  There are a lot of times I feel like a failure.  How can I preach about this when I don’t have it all figured out.  I don’t feel like a total failure but I think about those people who I think of as spiritual giants who get up at 4am and wear out the knees of their pants seeking God.  My inner life is hit or miss…sometimes I’ve got it sometimes I don’t.  Who am I to preach to you about this?  Maybe I can find a bunch of guest preachers? Maybe I can get some secrets.  Secrets that I haven’t figured out yet?
Joy as I have been studying, reading….there are no secrets. As I was reading those I would consider the experts in the field you know what I discovered…their description of the spiritual life looked a lot like mine. Hit/ miss, trying to find the willpower……lots of common sense things that I have tried to share with you.

Beginning with the end in mind: Goal of the Christian life…….Love the lord your God with all your heart……….

Spiritual friends. Only a fool tries to do it by themselves. Small group.  Jesus needed one maybe you do to.  

6 streams of living water.  How were all wired differently and our comfort zone. liturgy, bible, prayer, serving others, we need a balance.  Called to grow in all of these.

Prayer….communication is the key to a great relationship.

Listening and speaking. Coincidences/ God incidences if we are watching?
Holy Spirit….you don’t do it the Holy Spirit does it.  Our job is to invite the spirit into our lives.

Mike Yaconelli Messy Spirituality.  

“We have this one picture of what the Christian life should look like.  The ideal.  A constant ascendancy, growing, praying better, more of God less of us.  Problem is this doesn’t look like what we’ve known.  My life is a mess.  “I’ve been trying to follow Jesus but I keep loosing him in the crowded business of my life.”  I want to be consistent but the only consistency in my life is inconsistency.  I don’t want to be St. John of the Cross or Billy Graham I just want to be remembered as a person who loved God and served others more that he served himself.  I fail on a regular basis.”  I can empathize with this can’t you?
God isn’t looking for perfection…he accepts imperfect people.  What God desires are people who try to follow Jesus the best that they can.  One foot in front of the other, disciplined, determined, practicing what we’ve learned, knowing there are no secrets, and try to hear his will.

To do that there are several things we need to be about:  
1. Not pretend.  Quit pretending everything is okay when it’s not. It’s okay to be unsure, to doubt to not have everything together.  It’s honest and ordinary spirituality begins with honest to God and to each other.

2. Admit we are unfinished, not done, under construction, in process, and yet attempting to live our lives for God.  Jesus seems to understand this very well because he left his work to 12 unfinished disciples.  When he left them they were sad and lonely and depressed and they faced a lifetime of finishing just like you and I do.
3. We are all incompetent when it comes to this God stuff. That’s okay.  Nobody does this holiness stuff very well, but as we recognize our lack, and our spiritual clumsiness we can then ask God for his help.

Colossians….for this reason we have not ceased praying for you.  You might be filled with the knowledge of God’s will so that you may lead lives worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him as you bear fruit in every good work, and grow in the knowledge of God.”

Hard to know the will of God, difficult to discern it.  Challenging.  Two opposites of understanding…..some say God doesn’t have specific will but a general will. Others say no God has a perfect will for every part of your life.  Micromanager.  Via media position.  Love God heart should mind strength and neighbor as self.  Anything that helps you do that is probably God’s will for you.  If it detracts from that probably not a part of Gods will for you.  Like a football game.  Game plan to help us have the victory.  Not the details but overall this is what we are to do.    

Sometimes we miss it.  We take the wrong path and God says let’s go to plan B.  Sometimes God is like the head coach and he calls to the QB….hey you are on the field…what do you think we should do?  You call the shot now.  I love that when someone else trusts me enough to make a decision.  In the work place…..your boss says go for it.  How rewarding is that.  The Lord sometimes says as long as you remember the game plan….big picture here go for it.

In every detail I think there is some aspect of the will of God at work.  I don’t think God really cares whether you go to Cocos OR Denny’s.  However I do think his will is he cares about how you treat the server.  I think Gods will is cares about you giving thanks for the food you get there.   His will is that the love of Jesus shines through your time there.
If I’m trying to make the right decision God has a wonderful way of cleaning up my messes and putting me on the right track.

Clear picture of the end in mind.  As long as you have breath…serve the Lord. 
“Here I am lord all yours.”  Bro Laurence

Let us pray: Jesus say, Come and follow me.  Our response is simple Here I am lord…all yours.  Here is my heart and my life and I’d like to follow you.  You know my messy spirituality my failure and my sin…I give them all to you.  Help me to know you, love you and follow you as long as I have breath.  In Jesus name.  Amen. 
