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The subject of stewardship conjures up a whole lot of different images in people’s minds.  Some view it with distrust – “here they are again, wanting my money, my time, my services (for free!).”  Some view it with joy – they can’t wait to give their money, time, and talent.  And I’m sure there are a whole lot of images somewhere in between.

I think the reason it’s a subject that causes such discomfort is because it strikes us most practically where we live.  It’s the dividing line between a theoretical faith and a true faith.  It’s one of the most outward indications of the level of our faith.  Jesus correlates the two (how we use the gifts He’s given us with our faith) with the promise that the more we’re faithful, more will be given to us.  He also tells us that where we put our treasure is where our heart is.

That’s why it strikes us in the heart when we talk about it.  

When Father Rand and I were in Uganda to help present a conference on the Holy Spirit, one of the pastors we were with delivered a talk on stewardship.  Most all of the people there couldn’t give money – they didn’t really have any.  But what they could give is what they produced.  Bananas, goats – I don’t remember much more than the bananas and goats.  But the image Amos left me with was that all things belong to God, particularly the money He’s given us, the talents He’s given us, and the time He’s given us.  If we deny giving to the measure of our capacity, we are essentially guilty of robbing God.  This is so because we’re hoarding for ourselves what He intended us to give away.  I don’t know that that image makes me comfortable, because it plays upon my guilt.  But who cares about my comfort level, is it true?  God often challenges our comfort level in order for us to change.

Jesus said, don’t store up for yourselves treasures on earth.

Robbing God.  I don’t like that because it makes me feel condemned.  That really strikes my heart and if I give, I’m giving out of guilt or fear.  And while the sentiment may be true, I’d like to talk about different imagery.

I want to talk about the cross.  What happened at the intersection of those two beams?  In one fell swoop, Jesus died for our sins – and in his dying he gave me a new start – he gave you a new start.  He gave me new life – he gave you new life.  

Gone is our slavery to sin and in its place the right to be called children of God. He gave us his Holy Spirit, and He works within us, transforming us into the image of his son and blesses us to live with him eternally. 

The poem of an elementary school teacher says it beautifully:

He came to my desk with a quivering lip,

the lesson was done.

"Have you a new sheet for me, dear teacher?

I've spoiled this one."

I took his sheet, all soiled and blotted

and gave him a new one all unspotted.

And into his tired heart I cried,

"Do better now, my child."

I went to the throne with a trembling heart;

the day was done.

"Have you a new day for me, dear Master?

I've spoiled this one."

He took my day, all soiled and blotted

and gave me a new one all unspotted.

And into my tired heart he cried,

"Do better now, my child."

The forgiveness of God is awesome.  The Good News of Jesus Christ is life transforming.

It’s so powerful; it caused a woman who had nothing to give all she had to live on.

It’s so powerful; it caused the early church to hold their possessions in common so that everybody’s needs were met.

It’s so powerful; it caused those who were healed to run to their neighbors and neighboring towns and tell everyone about Jesus!

It’s so powerful; people have given their lives to spread it to the ends of the earth.

It’s so powerful; people are still giving their lives for the sake of it.

How powerful has it been to you?  What is the difference Jesus has made in your life?

The image I want to leave you with is not giving to God because if we don’t we’re robbing Him.  However, it’s true.  Everything we have is His.  

It’s not because of that, it’s because we’re so overwhelmed with what He’s done for us, what He’s doing in our lives, we want others to know.

God has given us His kingdom!  

We give of our money, our talent, and our time to show the world what a redeemed people looks like.  We give because we take God at His word that He provides for all of our needs – and out of what He provides we overflow. We give because this body of believers is in this place at this time for God’s unique purpose in this place and at this time – and He wants us to give!

Why does He want us to give?  Yes, it does measure our trust in Him -- but more importantly, it’s because there’s a world right outside our doors that desperately needs a savior but doesn’t know where to find Him.

Jesus said to us, “you are the light of the world!”  We don’t give our money, our talent and time just to keep the lights on in this church, but we give so that the light that is in each one of us can spill out beyond this place and light up the world!

The question I leave with each one of us then is this: “where is our treasure?”

