Stewardship Talk 10/5/08 – Carol Barker

This year Mark Flinchbaugh and I have accepted the call to co-chair the Stewardship program, and we have decided to do something entirely different.  

Sunday, October 26th will be Consecration Sunday, and after church (after both the 8 o’clock and the 10 o’clock services) we want you to attend a Celebration Brunch.  This will not be a potluck, but will be a catered meal, for which you must make a reservation, and for which there will be no charge.  We will provide reservation cards beginning next week, or you can fill one out on-line at the church website.
You may ask what we’re consecrating and what we are celebrating.  Those are good questions.  We will be consecrating our giving promise for 2009, and celebrating that we have made that promise.  

Many years ago, in another parish, a gentleman on the Stewardship Committee came to our home (we won’t be doing that, by the way), and told us a story that has remained with me.  He said when stewardship time came around the previous year, he had just lost his job and had no other job in sight.  How could he make a giving promise?  He prayed about that for awhile, and finally decided to promise a tithe, 10%, of what he hoped he would be making.  He took a deep breath, and did exactly that.  Interestingly enough, by the first of the year he had a good job that allowed him to fulfill his tithe.  
Do I believe it’s as easy as that?  Not likely.  But it happened to him.  I believe that God called him to do that and he answered the call.  Lex and I have given prayerful consideration to our promise to God every year, and every year God calls us to move a little closer down the path to the tithe.  We’re not there yet, but we’re working on it, and we are giving in thanksgiving for all the blessings that God has given to us.  We are incredibly blessed with our family, our friends, our church and our work.  
Some of you are already giving the Biblical 10% tithe.  Is God asking you for more?  More time, more talent, or (yes) more treasure?  Some of you, like us, are on the path to tithing.  Is it time to take another step along that path?  If you haven’t considered giving a percentage of your income to God, would you prayerfully consider it in praise, thanksgiving or hope?
Plan to join us on Sunday, October 26th, when estimated giving cards will be handed out and turned in.  As a part of Consecration Sunday we will have as a guest preacher, Bishop Gethin Hughes, retired bishop of San Diego and a former vicar of Prince of Peace.  And the service will be followed by a Celebration Brunch.  Remember, this brunch will be held at 9 AM for the 8 o’clockers, and at 11:30 for the 10 o’clockers.  We look forward to seeing every one of you there!

Thank you.
