Stewardship Talk 10/11/09 – Carol Barker

Hi.  I’m Carol Barker, and I have again accepted the call to chair the Stewardship program.  Last year was the first year that we had a Consecration Sunday, and we’re going to do that again.  

Sunday, October 25th will be Consecration Sunday, and after church (after both the 8 o’clock and the 10 o’clock services) we want you to attend a Celebration Brunch.  This will not be a potluck, but will be a catered meal, for which you must make a reservation, and for which there will be no charge.  
You may again ask what we’re consecrating and what we are celebrating.  Those are good questions.  We will be consecrating our giving promise for 2010, and celebrating that we have made that promise.  

I put an article in the latest Peace Prints about Stewardship.  Those of you who read it know that I quoted a pastor saying that he had told his well-to-do congregation that if they all quit their jobs and went to work at McDonalds, then pledged 10% of their earnings, the pledge income would not only be substantially higher, but the work of the church in the community would increase by a substantial percentage.
Of course, we’re not all going to do that, but we often speak of the tithe.  What exactly does that mean?  Biblically, it means one tenth of everything you get.  That’s tough at any time, but particularly in this economy.  Let’s say it could be a goal, though.  Lex and I have given prayerful consideration to our promise to God every year, and every year God calls us to move a little closer down the path to the tithe.  We’re not there yet, but we’re working on it, and we are giving in thanksgiving for all the blessings that God has given to us.  We are incredibly blessed with our family, our friends, our church and our work.  
I’m now going to ask the ushers to hand out step cards.  These show the number of pledging units at Prince of Peace at each level.  For example, the second step shows that 22 members currently pledge between $5 and $9.99 per week.  That used to be the cost of a movie, but not any more.  Moving a couple of steps up, 36 members are pledging $20 to $29.99.  If you’re careful, you can feed a family of four at a fast food place for that.  Turning the card over, and look at the chart on the back.  Lot your eyes go down the left side of the scale until you come to your approximate salary level.  Now move your eyes across to your weekly giving level to God’s work through this congregation.  Then move your eyes up to the top of the card to locate the percentage of your income that represents.  Take these cards home.  During the next two weeks, I’m sure each of us will be pondering the question, “What percentage of my income is God calling me to give?”
Plan to join us on Sunday, October 25th, when estimated giving cards will be handed out and turned in.  As a part of Consecration Sunday we will have as a guest preacher, the Rev. Steve Wendfeldt.  Several of us have heard him speak, and believe me, you are in for a treat.

And the service will be followed by a Celebration Brunch.  Remember, this brunch will be held at 9 AM for the 8 o’clockers, and at 11:30 for the 10 o’clockers.  Now I mentioned before that reservations are needed so we can tell the caterer how much food to prepare.  Ushers, would you please hand out the reservation cards?  If you can possibly fill these out today, please do so, and put them in the collection plate.  If you’re not sure of your schedule, you’ll have another opportunity to fill out a reservation card next week, or you can fill one our on the church’s website.  

We look forward to seeing every one of you there!

As I was driving to work recently I passed a sign in the front of a church.  It read, “Give God what’s right, not what’s left.”  Think about that.  When figuring out your budget for the year do you say, “X amount for this, Y amount for that, and now, how much is left that we can give to God?”  

Some of you are already giving the Biblical 10% tithe.  Is God asking you for more?  More time, more talent, or (yes) more treasure?  Some of you, like us, are on the path to tithing.  Is it time to take another step along that path?  If you haven’t considered giving a percentage of your income to God, would you prayerfully consider it in praise, thanksgiving or hope?  Think about giving God what’s right, not what’s left.  Think about giving to God.
Thank you.

