This week I was called at the office by my neighbor who said, “come home – they have just evacuated Bell Canyon.”  There is reason to panic as our neighborhood has been hit twice in the past 8 years with roaring flames.  In fact, I have been a little too calm at times.  Two years ago I was sitting in a bar in Wichita Kansas with friends at my high school’s 75th celebration.  I happened to look at the TV and noticed flames towering over the Italian Mansion on the corner of my street.  So today I was more vigilant.  The media already had the fire in Chatsworth making a dash to Malibu.  Driving home, the streets were full of anxious drivers trying to reach their property.

I walked around my house, trying to figure out what to pack in the car.  Pictures and papers were a must, but I couldn’t think of anything else that I would risk my life to save, even risk my back to carry.  I realized that material goods do not have the same appeal that they once had.  I was completely confused about what I might try to save.

In reflecting on the scene, I decided that the time and money that I have invested in my spiritual life is probably – not, certainly, more valuable.  What has gotten me through the last eight years, losing two husbands and a grand daughter?  Has it been anything in this house?  Has it been any of these material goods?

NO – what has gotten me through these past 8 years has been a strong belief in God, a sense of centering that can only come from time spent reading the Bible, prayer and meditation, and finally – YOU – my spiritual community.

YES – what has gotten me through these past 8 years has been the pastoral care from clergy and the congregation.  What has gotten me through these past 8 years has been having a place where love, concern and needed support come together – Prince of Peace.

But there is a price that I must pay – to keep myself centered – to keep Prince of Peace a viable place – where my children and grandchildren can grow – where youth can mature and blossom – where I can continue to learn within the confines of a community about the teachings of Jesus, about prayer and spiritual aides, about how to develop a closer relationship with our Creator.

This has been a good week for me – my house did not burn down – and in the evacuation exercise, I had the opportunity to think about what is important.  I think that I need to invest more time, talent and money into my spiritual home and journey.  I need to think into the future one step at a time.

The card that you received talks about one step at a time.  Please use it and pray about your future one step at a time.  Spend the week praying about what is important for you, what you would save if the fire was rushing towards your home.  But immediately take the time to fill out a reservation card, if you have not, for our exciting Celebration Brunch next Sunday.  Next week we will look at the future more closely, one step at a time.

